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Calling All Alumni . 
By Chris Lugo (1999-2000) 

 

Teal Sound Looks to Alumni as Corps Launches into World Class 

Since the 1999 inaugural season, Teal Sound alumni have taken on the world 

with discipline, work ethic and teamwork. Itôs no secret that Teal Sound played a 

huge role in shaping these characteristics in each and every one of our lives. The 

corps is launching into the World Class division this year, and if there was ever a 

time when Teal needed its alumni - it is NOW. 

 

A look back. 

The historical journey to World Class began long before the 2010 season. With 

the corpsô roots originally sprouting in 1983, Teal Soundôs charter members of 

the 1999 season laid the initial foundation. The diverse alumni from each season 

to follow continued building Teal to where it is today - ñFloridaôs Premier DCI 

Touring Drum & Bugle Corps.ò But letôs take a step back. What do you remem-

ber most about the season(s) you marched 

1999 - Swing Street 

2000 - Music of Carlos Santana 

2001 - S&M: Symphony and Metallica 

2002 - Music of the Dave Matthews Band 

2003 - ab aeterno 

2004 - Delusions: The Music of Dream Theater 

2005 ï Firestorm 

2006 - Pieces of A Dream 

2007 - Voices of the Sun: The Music of Rajaton 

2008 - Voices of the Seasons: Te Music of Rajaton 

2009 - The Velvet Rope 
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July 29th Milton, FL 

Milton High School Teal Sound 

Home Show 

 

July 31st Atlanta Southeastern 

Championships 

Teal Sound's 1st 

appearance at the 

Atlanta Regional 

Be sure to get your tickets for the Atlanta 
Southeastern Championship from the 
Teal Sound office. Call 850-591-2621 to 
reserve your seats in the Teal Sound 
block of seats. Lets all show up and cheer 
Teal on  in the corps 1st appearance in 
the Georgia Dome. 



Remember when you first auditioned, 

or when you first put on the uniform? 

What about that ridiculously hot re-

hearsal, or your first performance? 

Or how about the friendships and 

crazy memories you created? Be-

lieve it or not, the kids in Teal Sound 

today are just like you when you 

marched óback in the day.ô The drive, 

the conviction, the dedication - itôs all 

a driving force in todayôs members 

just like it was in 1999, 2001 or 2005. 

 

But what can I do to help?  

Teal Sounds is looking to its alumni 

for renewed support in 2010 and 

beyond, but what does that really 

mean for you as an individual? It 

means Teal wants you back [in a way 

that makes sense for you]! Financial 

support has always been vital to the 

corpsô sustainability, but you donôt 

have to break the bank to start help-

ing out today. Consider this: If you 

can set aside $5 a week, thatôs $20 

a month and that means $240 a year! 

By breaking down your giving into 

more manageable portions, you can 

make a significant impact. 

 

A Message From The Director  

But itôs more than just financial sup-

port. Teal Sounds wants alumni to re-

engage in every aspect of the corps. 

From volunteering at camps or on 

tour, to connecting with current mem-

bers and buying tickets to a show - 

Itôs absolutely important that the 

alumni take the lead role in the future 

success of this corps. 

If we as alumni can ensure that youth 

for years to come will benefit 

from the power of Teal Sound, then 

we must collectively take that respon-

sibility to heart. Each of us can start 

small, but the key is to start. Teal 

Sound needs our support. For more 

ideas on how you can help out right 

now, Check out ó10 Ways to Help 

Teal Soundô on page 5. 

ñThe current mem-

bers of Teal have the 

utmost respect for 

the alumni who 

paved the way to the 

2010 World Class 

season,ò said Corps 

Director Randy Blackburn. 

ñOur members want to learn about 

you and your experiences with the 

corps.ò So donôt be shy about drop-

ping in for a rehearsal or show. 

 

Now is the time to give back.  

Teal Sound has both directly and 

indirectly impacted our lives more 

than we realize. Weôre all young 

alumni, but donôt you think itôs time 

we made bigger impact on Teal? 

 

. 

ñIf you can set aside 

$5 a week, thatôs 

$20 a month and 

that means $240 a 

year!ò 

  

First of all I would like to start by congratulating the entire alumni, former staff and to all the 

Volunteals of the Teal Sound Drum & Bugle Corps for getting us to this monumental point in 

the history of the organization. Thank you all for keeping the dream alive and allowing us to 

take the program into the World Class ranks of DCI. 

 

Before becoming a part of the Teal Family in 2006, I had only seen and maybe even heard of 

Teal Sound once or twice. Even though Jacksonville had been where I grew up and spent so 

much time throughout the years, never did I think the day would come when it would produce a 

corps, let alone be in charge of  one with the hopes of one day becoming a World Class DCI 

program. Well, how  times change!!! For the past 3 years now of my life, this organization has consumed most of my every-

day obligations and even nightly ones too. I have now become the full-time director and believe me when I say; it IS a 

FULL TIME gig!!! It is with great pride and honor that I am leading this program down the road at this time and am enjoying 

every minute of every day as I take this ride with the current members and family of Teal. 

 

I know that Teal Sound has meant so much to all of you and now I can honestly say that it has also become a part of me 

and my family. Never did I think in a million years that I would say that about another program after my marching 

days in the Crossmen, teaching days at Suncoast Sound and now here I am at Teal Sound feeling that it is every bit a part 

of me as my former programs that I was associated with. I would like to take this time to invite all of you out to a 

camp, spring training, or catch up with us on the road this summer and see what each of you have helped to build. This is 

sure to be a memorable year and season as we embark on our World Class journey.   

 

In closing, I would ask that you take the time to join the Teal Sound Alumni today and support these members, give back to 

them what it has meant to you all these years. Remember if it wasnôt for you, Teal Sound would not be where they are 

today. Thanks to each of you that have supported Teal Sound throughout the years, 

this one is for you!!! NOTHING ELSE MATTERS!! 

Randy W. Blackburn  

Teal Sound Drum & Bugle Corps - Director  

TEAL TRIVIA  

Q:  What year did Teal 

Sound make finals for the 

1st time?  

 

A: 2001 was the first year that Teal 

Sound made finals. Championships 

were held in Buffalo, NY in Rich Sta-

dium.  With the help of Trevor Jones, 

Teal Sound gained over 30 points in 

the last two weeks of the season to 

push their way into finals.  

Do you have  any memories from the 2001 sea-

son?  Please email them to Michael Butler for the 

next issue of Teal Ties.  

Michael@ilovemusictour.com   

Calling All Alumni continued  

 


